Maine Space Grant Consortium (MSGC)
Aerospace Workforce Development Program Guidelines
2012
Mission:
MSGC is an affiliate of NASA’s National Space Grant College and Fellowship Program.  The mission of MSGC is to support NASA’s mission and its mission directorates:  Space Operations; Aeronautics Research; Science; and Exploration Systems, by strengthening Maine’s aerospace-related research and educational assets.  For more information on NASA’s mission directorates see http://fellowships.hq.nasa.gov/gsrp/enterprises/
Purpose:

The purpose of MSGC’s Workforce Development program is to provide Maine undergraduate students with a 10-week research opportunity at a NASA Field Center working within its priority areas.  With this program support, students will:

· Actively participate in a viable research project at a NASA Field Center in areas of interest to NASA, for a 10-week period
· Be paid a $6,500 stipend/travel expense to participate in a NASA research project
· Provide MSGC with a brief weekly update of his/her progress while at the NASA Field Center 

· Submit an extended abstract after completion of his/her research experience
· Agree to present to high school students (at least one high school, encouraged to present to multiple classes), MSGC board and affiliate members and conduct media interviews upon completion of the grant 

· Keep MSGC informed of his/her progress for at least 5 years after the completion of the grant, or until student reaches the workforce
Eligibility and Evaluation Criteria:

For a student to be eligible for a Workforce Development award, students must meet these criteria
· Be a US citizen
· Be classified a rising sophomore, junior, or senior after the spring of 2012
· Have a minimum 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 Scale

· Be enrolled full time in an accredited Maine Academic Institution

· Be pursuing a career in physical science, life science, Earth Science, computer science, engineering, K-12 teaching of science, or in the management of science with a strong science background

· Demonstrate strong extracurricular interest in one of the above careers or disciplines (e.g., science, math, engineering fairs, clubs or awards; tutoring/mentoring; internships, etc.)
Application Process and Deadline for Submission:

Each application cover page should be accompanied by the student’s resume, narrative description (4-6 paragraphs) on why you would like to participate in a research project at a NASA field center, academic transcript(s), and two faculty recommendation letters.  The application package should be sent in electronic form (except for original academic transcripts which need to be mailed under separate cover).  Faculty recommendation letters can either accompany the application package, or can be sent separately (electronically).  All electronic application materials should be sent in pdf format.  All originals should be sent to:

Jana Hall

Controller/Director of Education Programs
Maine Space Grant Consortium

87 Winthrop St., Suite 200

Augusta, ME  04330

jana.hall@msgc.org
1-877-397-7223

The deadline for submission is November 18, 2011.  
Review Process:

Applications will be independently reviewed by MSGC’s review board.  If accepted, MSGC will work with students and NASA Field Center Representatives to place students at a NASA Field Center.  There is no guarantee that students will be placed at a NASA center upon acceptance into our program, but historically 95% (or more) of students who have been accepted into this program have been placed at a NASA facility.  Students also need to be accepted by a NASA mentor working on a project at a field center.  MSGC staff will work closely with the student and NASA field center representative in order to make this happen.  Students need to identify on the application cover page, a NASA Field Center and/or Research area that he/she is interested in pursuing.  Information on typical research projects that are conducted at NASA Field Centers can be found on the GSRP website at http://fellowships.hq.nasa.gov/gsrp/research/  where students can search either by Field Center or by a description of interested research.
Maine Space Grant Consortium 
Maine Aerospace Workforce Development Program

Application Form-2012
	College/University Name 
	Faculty Advisor and Department

	Applicant’s Name and Current Address, e-mail and phone number
	Applicant’s Permanent Address, email and phone number

	 Applicants Academic Major:


	Applicants current academic standing
                      (check one)
___1st Yr.   ____Soph.     ____Jr.  _____Sr.

	Current Grade Point Average___________
US Citizen (check one) ____Yes  _____No

Underrepresented **     ____Yes  _____No

Disabled                       ____Yes   ____ No
	Motivation for Grad Studies (check one)
____Strong  _____Moderate   _____None

	Extracurricular Activities:

	NASA Field Center of choice (if known)
	Research Area of choice:

	Additional information you would like to provide:

	Applicants Signature
	Date


** Underrepresented includes:  African American, Hispanic, Native American and Pacific Islander
