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Student Information

Use the following checklist to be certain that all requested information has been completed. Make a copy of all information for your personal records. Submit the original Application Form to the address indicated below.

A completed MERITS application package includes forms and documentation for the following nine (9) areas

I. Student Information Form 



______

II. Student’s Education Career Information

______

III.  Educational Transcript



______

IV. Personal Essay (Maximum of 300 words)

______

V.  Interest and Career Preferences


______

VI. Computer Skills




______

VII. Student Signature Page



______

VIII. Parental Consent Form



______

IX.  Two (2) Teacher Recommendations


______

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION SUBMISSION
1.  Print out Form VIII and give to your parents or guardians to complete and sign. 
2.  Print out Form VII, read carefully and sign if you agree to the terms. 
3. E-Mail the completed application package to Jana Hall at jana.hall@msgc.org, on or before December 9, 2011. Do not fax the package. 
4. Mail the original signature pages (page VII, VIII) and the educational transcripts (page III) to the below address.
5. If you can scan and include the forms noted in number four above with your e-mail submittal, please do so
6. Teacher recommendation forms can be submitted directly by the teachers if necessary.
7. Applications will not be processed unless they are complete and all materials have been received. 
Questions related to the MERITS Program may be sent by e-mail to jana.hall@msgc.org (please note MERITS Program in the subject line) or by phone at 1-877-397-7223. 
MERITS Program

Maine Space Grant Consortium

87 Winthrop Street, Suite 200

Augusta, Maine 04330
I. STUDENT INFORMATION FORM

Full legal name (Last, First, Middle):                               

Date of Birth:  


     



Gender:      Female   FORMCHECKBOX 
    Male  FORMCHECKBOX 

U.S. Citizen:  



Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 


Age as of June 30, 2012:      
Home Address (Street, Town, State and Zip):      
Home Phone Number:


      



Cell Phone Number (optional):      
E-Mail Address: 


     



Note: Completion of this section is optional. It is useful for demographic 
Ethnic Group (Check one that best applies)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Black or African American

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Asian (Not Pacific Islander)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Native Hawaiian

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Caucasian (not Hispanic)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Hispanic or Latino

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Native American or Alaska Native

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Pacific Islander


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Multiracial (please specify)     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other (please specify)     


II. STUDENT’S EDUCATION AND CAREER INFORMATION
High School:      




School System:      
School Address (Street, Town, State and Zip):      
I am currently enrolled as a Junior for the current academic Year:  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 
  If no, please explain

Cumulative GPA as of the end of the first quarter of the current academic school year:      
School Phone Number:      
III. EDUCATIONAL TRANSCRIPT
Note: Include your current high school transcript in the application package. Your transcript should include all high school courses with final grades through the first quarter of the current academic school year. Photocopies are acceptable. If the transcript does not include the current academic first quarter grades, include a copy of your current report card.
IV. PERSONAL ESSAY

Your personal essay is an opportunity to describe 1) your career goals; 2) explain special projects that demonstrate your skills and interests; 3) tell about community-service or extra-curricular activities; and, 4) tell why you wish to participate in this program and how you will share what you learn with others. The essay must be typed on standard-sized paper (8 ½” x 11”). The essay should have no more than 300 words. Submit this essay as a part of your complete MERITS Program Application Package.

V. SUBJECT INTEREST AND CAREER PREFERNCES

Note: The choices listed in this preference chart are areas highly relevant to NASA and Maine. Please rate each choice by using the numerical scale. 

3 = Very strong interest

2 = Strong interest

1 = Some interest

0 = No desire to pursue
Agriculture


     
Life Sciences


      

Space Sciences
     
Aeronautics


     
Manufacturing


      

Other      
     
Astronomy/Astrophysics  
     
Marine Science/Oceanography         

Other      
     
Biological Science
   
     
Materials Science

      

Other      
     
Composites

   
     
Mathematics


      

Other                 
Computer Science/Hardware
     
Medical Science

      


Earth Science


     
Plant Sciences


      
Electrical/Mechanical Systems 
     
Physical Sciences

      
Engineering


     
Remote Sensing

 
      
Environmental Science
   
     
GIS



      
Forestry


     
Space Communications
     
      
VI. COMPUTER SKILLS
Note: This information is not used as a selection criteria, but it is very helpful in choosing appropriate placements for selected students





I am familiar with the following operating systems

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Windows

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MAC
I use one or more of the following software programs
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MS Word









 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wordperfect









 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MS Excel









 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MS Access









 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MS PowerPoint









 FORMCHECKBOX 
 HTML/XML

In the space provided please let us know what other computer/software skills you have that was not covered above

     
VII. STUDENT SIGNATURE PAGE

Student, read the following statement carefully. Your signature indicates agreement and acceptance of all provisions for which you are applying. I hereby certify by my signature below that I understand and agree that any misrepresentation or inaccurate information on my application form or any other submitted materials will be cause for my disqualification from consideration and participation in the MSGC MERITS Program. I also understand that if selected to participate, I must participate for the full duration of the Program within the dates specified. I understand that failure to do so may result in the immediate termination of my internship. 

Student's Signature ____________________________________________________

Date________________________

Student's Name Printed _____________________________________________________________

VIII. PARENTAL CONSENT FORM

Note: Parent(s) or the student's legal guardian(s) are asked to read and sign this form.

Parent(s), please read the following statements carefully. Your signature indicates your agreement with these provisions and gives your permission for your son's/daughter's participation in the MERITS Program.
I hereby grant my permission for teachers (selected by my son/daughter) to complete the recommendation forms to be submitted as a part of the complete application package for MERITS Program. I understand that the recommendations may be used in the selection process. I grant my permission for school officials to provide a current educational transcript and understand that the transcript may be used in the selection process. I am aware that this is a highly competitive program with only a few students receiving selection. If selected, I understand that my son/daughter will be offered the opportunity to participate in this program. If the offer is accepted, my son/daughter agrees to participate for the duration of the program. I understand that my son/daughter will be responsible for his/her own transportation to and from the host institution each day of the program. I have reviewed and concur with the information provided by my son/daughter in completing the application materials and will attest to its accuracy and truthfulness.
Please indicate your relationship to the student.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Parent


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Guardian

Parent or Guardian’s Signature _________________________________________________________
Parent or Guardian’s Name Printed:


     
Mailing Address (Street, Town, State and Zip): 
     
Home Phone:      





Work Phone:      
E-Mail Address:      
Date Signed:      
IX.  TEACHER RECOMMENDATION FORM
Note: To the Applicant: Two recommendations are required. Recommendations must be from your teacher of science, mathematics or computer science. 

To the Teacher: Please complete and sign the form.  Email a copy to Jana Hall at jana.hall@msgc.org and place the original in a sealed envelope and return to the student for submittal, or mail directly to MSGC at the below address. 

An application package in NOT complete without the two original sealed teacher recommendation forms.

The teacher recommendation form can be downloaded separately from our website at:  http://www.msgc.org/programs/precollege/MERITS.php
MERITS Program

Maine Space Grant Consortium

87 Winthrop Street, Suite 200

Augusta, Maine 04330
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